Considering Mohammed #as Alim ul Ghaib is shirk

in the light of Qur’an and Hadith
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It is common belief amongst most of the Muslims that the Prophet (£8) had full
knowledge of the ‘ghaib’ (the unseen, unknown and invisible worlds). This article is
being written with the aim that the misguidance spread by the sectarian ulema,
maulvis, muftis and pirs (saints) regarding this belief in the ummah can be stopped

saving them from the worst of all sins that is ‘shirk’.

| — Basics about the belief of aalim-ul-ghaib

The Arabic word ««& means ‘absence’, ‘hidden or concealed’ ‘unseen or invisible’.
Aalim ul ghaib means one who knows well the transcendental, invisible realm irre-
spective of time and space meaning whatever is happening now but hidden from us
or that which will happen in future or that which happened in the past which we have
not seen.

Allah Ta’ala has blessed every human being with five senses which enable us to feel
the presence of an object and to know whatever is happening around us. Anything
which is not detectable by our five senses falls in to the category of ‘unseen’. Our five
senses are augmented by technology which can make us aware of presence of things
not normally visible by the naked eye. For example, ultra sound and x-ray reveal what
is unseen for our eyes but we come to know by this technology. Hence whatever is
known or felt by using augmentation system does not fall in the ‘unseen’. It is gener-
ally referred to ma tahat ul asbaab (under the material causes or because of the
causes) as against ma fauq ul asbaab (whatever is beyond the known causes or unex-
plainable thing or simply ‘super natural’). To see something super natural without
the help of an instrument is called "knowledge of the unseen" and the one who has
knowledge of it is called "aalim ul ghaib" and ‘allam ul ghuyub’ means one who thor-
oughly knows the invisible.
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Allah is the Creator of everything in this universe, so obviously nothing can be hidden
from Him. And He is the ‘aalim ul ghaib” All-knower of the all-unseen.

But unfortunately, due to the distance from the Qur'an and Hadith, misleading beliefs
have come into this ummah that besides Allah Ta’ala there are others who possess
the knowledge of the "unseen world". It is as if this attribute of Allah Ta’ala is also
possessed by His creatures and such belief clearly falls in to ‘associating others with
Allah’s attributes ‘shirk fi al-sifaat’.

Il — Who is aalim-ul-ghaib in the light of Qur’an?

Just note clear is the Qur’an as to who knows all of the knowledge of the invisible
realm:
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And with Him are the keys of the unseen; none knows them except Him. And He knows what is on
the land and in the sea. Not a leaf falls but that He knows it. And no grain is there within the dark-
nesses of the earth and no moist or dry [thing] but that it is [written] in a clear record.
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[He is] Knower of the unseen and the present; and He is the Wise, the Acquainted.
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Did they not know that Allah knows their secrets and their private conversations and that Allah is
the Knower of the unseen?
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Indeed, Allah [alone] has knowledge of the Hour and sends down the rain and knows what is in the
wombs. And no soul perceives what it will earn tomorrow, and no soul perceives in what land it
will die. Indeed, Allah is Knowing and Acquainted.
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Indeed, Allah is Knower of the unoseen [aspects] of the heavens and earth. Indeed, He is Knowing
of that within the breasts.
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And they say, "Why is a sign not sent down to him from his Lord?" So say, "The unseen is for Allah,

so wait; indeed, | am with you among those who wait."
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Say, "None in the heavens and earth knows the unseen except Allah, and they do not perceive

when they will be resurrected.”

What all these of ayaat are speaking out loudly that the realm of the unseen is
only an attribute of Allah Ta’ala alone; no one shares this attribute. Last ayat is
the final hujjat proof that ‘none in the heavens and the earth knows the ghaib (un-
seen)’.

Il — What do the Prophets and angels know about the realm of the unseen?
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... Nor would Allah reveal to you the unseen. But [instead], Allah chooses of His messengers whom
He wills, ...
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That is, Allah does not reveal the unseen to the common people, but informs what-
ever from the unseen to whomever of His messengers He wills and as much as He
wills. It is as if the Prophets (#8) did not possess such attributes as to reveal the un-
seen to themselves, but only when Allah informs them of the unseen.

The same is true of the angels, who are told by Allah Ta’ala as much as He wills. In
Surah Baqarah, Allah Ta’ala mentions:
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They said, "Exalted are You; we have no knowledge except what You have taught us. Indeed, it is

You who is the Knowing, the Wise."

In the same conversation with the angels, Allah Ta’ala clearly mentions twice that He
is All-knower of invisible as well as the visible worlds.
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He (Allah) said, "Did | not tell you that verily | know the unseen of the heavens and the earth? And |
know what you reveal and what you conceal."

Only Allah knows the realm of the unseen and He knows even what
we hide. And that the chosen messengers (prophets and the angels)
are given part of the knowledge of the unseen.

11 — What do the jinns (genie) know about the realm of the unseen?

None of the jinns or genies knows anything from al-ghaib the unseen world. The fol-
lowing ayat is a proof:
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And when We decreed for Solomon (his) death, nothing indicated to the jinn his death except a
creature of the earth eating his staff. But when he fell, it became clear to the jinn that if they had
known the unseen, they would not have remained in humiliating punishment.
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I11 — Are the prophets (%) aalim-ul ghaib (knower of the Unseen)?

Allah Ta’ala tells the prophets in clear words that they did not know things from the
‘al-ghaib’ the unseen and he then tell them what actually happened or will happen:
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That is from the news of the unseen which We reveal to you, [O Muhammad]. And you were not
with them when they cast their pens as to which of them should be responsible for Mary. Nor were
you with them when they disputed.
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[Be warned of] the Day when Allah will assemble the messengers and say, "What was the response
you received?" They will say, "We have no knowledge. Indeed, it is You who is Knower of the un-
seen (thoroughly)"
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Say, [0 Muhammad], "I do not tell you that | have the treasures of Allah or that | know the un-
seen, nor do | tell you that | am an angel. | only follow what is revealed to me." Say, "Is the blind
equivalent to the seeing? Then will you not give thought?"

(187 : 5\ Y]

They ask you, [O Muhammad], about the Hour: when is its arrival? Say, "Its knowledge is only
with my Lord. None will reveal its time except Him. It lays heavily upon the heavens and the earth.
It will not come upon you except unexpectedly." They ask you as if you are familiar with it. Say, "Its

knowledge is only with Allah, but most of the people do not know."
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Say, "I hold not for myself [the power of] benefit or harm, except what Allah has willed. And if |
knew the unseen, | could have acquired much wealth, and no harm would have touched me. | am
not except a warner and a bringer of good tidings to a people who believe."
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And among those around you of the bedouins are hypocrites, and [also] from the people of Madi-
nah. They have become accustomed to hypocrisy. You, [0 Muhammad], do not know them, [but]
We know them. We will punish them twice [in this world]; then they will be returned to a great
punishment.
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That is from the news of the unseen which We reveal to you, [O Muhammad]. You knew it not,
neither you nor your people, before this. So be patient; indeed, the [best] outcome is for the right-
eous.
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We relate to you, [O Muhammad], the best of the narratives in what We have revealed to you of
this Qur'an although you were, before it, among the unaware.

Only Allah knows the realm of the unseen and He tells the prophets what they need
to know for a specific purpose. In the light of the Qur’an, the prophets in general and
our Prophet (£8) in particular were given information from the unseen to pass it on
to the believers.
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Previously, we had proved with the arguments of Qur'an and Hadith that the realm
of the unseen belongs to Allah Ta’ala alone. This is the second part in which first of
all, we will explain the ahadith on the basis of which the Prophet is considered to be
the knower of the realm of the unseen. Then the phrase ‘55 557 ‘did you not see’ is

looked in to as why it does not mean what the sectarian ulema are presenting as a
proof.

| — Evidence from the ahadith that the Prophet was not all- knower of the all-
unseen

The Prophet's wife Aisha (Ls bl «©2)) was slandered and the Prophet (£8) was upset
for a month and kept consulting people about his wife. A month later, when the rev-

elation came from Allah, he was informed about the chastity of his wife. (Sahih Bokhari,
Muslim, etc.)

Imagine if the Prophet (#8) had known the unseen, he would have said on the first
day that it was all a lie and that Aisha was chaste, but it did not happen.

Similarly, a hadith from Anas bin Malik () is brought forth by Bukhari and Muslim:

“The people of the tribes of Ri’l, Dhakwan, 'Usayya and Bani Lihyan came to the
Prophet () and claimed that they had embraced Islam, and they requested him to
support them with some men to fight the enemy. The Prophet (£) supported them
with seventy men from the Ansar whom we used to call Al-Qurra' who used to cut
wood during the day and pray all the night. So, those people took the (seventy) men
till they reached a place called the Well of Al-Ma'una where they betrayed and mar-
tyred them. So, the Prophet (¥) invoked curse on the tribe of Ri’l, Dhakwan, 'Usayya
and Bani Lihyan for one month in the prayer.”

If the Prophet (£8) had complete knowledge of the unseen to know what was in the
hearts of the tribesmen who by their tongues were claiming to be Muslims, he would
have never sent seventy of the Ansar who got killed by treachery.

How could the Prophet (£8) allow seventy of his sahaba to go with their killers in
disguise if he had known the unseen of what was really in the hearts of the tribesmen
apparently claiming to be Muslims but by their hearts, they were the enemies.

The Mother of the believers, Aisha (Lxs ] ©2)) says:
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She said, "If anyone tells you that Muhammed () has seen his Lord, he is a liar, for Allah says: 'No
vision can grasp Him.' (6.103) And if anyone tells you that he () knew the Unseen, he has told a
lie, for Allah says: "None has the knowledge of the Unseen but Allah."

In another tradition, Umm Salama (\s Y «2)), the Mother of the believers, narrates:
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Once Allah's Messenger (£8) said, "You people present your cases to me and some of you may be
more eloquent in presenting their argument than others. So, if | give something from his brother’s
right to him, | have cut for him a piece of the hell fire; so, he should not take it."

It is as if the Prophet (#5) said: | do not know the unseen so I do not
know the truth in case of an arbitration. Only after listening to your
words, | decide in favor of one.

Umm Al-‘ala (Las <0l &2 ), who embraced Islam on the hand of the Prophet (£8), says:
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"The emigrants were distributed amongst us by drawing lots and we got in our share Uthman bin
Mazoun. We made him stay with us in our house. Then he suffered from a disease which proved
fatal when he died and was given a bath and was shrouded in his clothes, Allah's Messenger (%)
came. | said, 'May Allah be merciful to you, O Abu As-Sa'ib! | testify that Allah has honored you'.
The Prophet (28) said, 'How do you know that Allah has honored him?' I replied, 'O Allah's Messen-
ger (88)! Let my father be sacrificed for you! On whom else shall Allah bestow His honor?' The
Prophet (88) said, 'No doubt, death came to him. By Allah, | too wish him good, but by Allah, | do
not know what Allah will do with me though | am Allah's Messenger (£8). ' By Allah, | never at-
tested the piety of anyone after that."

Khalid bin Dhakwan said:
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‘Al-Rubi’u, the daughter of Muawwidh bin Afra said that, “after the consummation of my mar-
riage, the Prophet (¥) came and sat on my bed as far from me as you are sitting now, and our lit-
tle girls started beating the tambourines and reciting elegiac verses mourning my father who had
been killed in the battle of Badr. One of them said, "Among us is a Prophet who knows what will
happen tomorrow." On that the Prophet said, "Leave this (saying) and keep on saying the verses

which you had been saying before."

That is, the Prophet (£8) did not like the thing in which he is called as the knower of
the unseen.

EAA N SHAS I TP NPL wxdb&ﬁ 2i alasadle uﬁmd,w)c,;iieaﬂw)&qumus
:JGsall g0l [:eua,sg)uu,)uum;zw ”wbué&m wx~5"[: JUE, L Je 2., 3855 AU gL - s
AU AL Lw.dt;,:.;.,slsumavﬁ)uuo;pbms w,dmumtwwuumxopﬁ UALJ@;:&»
.db:,a..ié&hﬂ}ﬂdw kD&, d[.uu.djzsmg»\d,ijbdﬁywu=M>Mu15\f1WJu;Lﬂ)uJ\ﬁ
@b i s
(B9 Je 9 Lk a6 LS ¢ s 5 )

On the authority of Abu Saeed Al-Khudri (4< Al w2 ): On Eid ul Fitr or Eid ul Adha, Allah's Messen-
ger (88) went out to the prayer ground. After finishing the prayer, he delivered the sermon and or-
dered the people to give alms. He said, "O people! Give alms." Then he went towards the women
and said, "O women! Give alms, for | have seen that the majority of the dwellers of Hell-Fire were
you (women)." The women asked, "O Allah's Messenger (£8)! What is the reason for it?" He re-
plied, "O women! You curse frequently, and are ungrateful to your husbands. | have not seen any-
one more deficient in intelligence and religion than you. O women, some of you can lead a cau-
tious wise man astray." Then he left. And when he reached his house, Zainab (s ] ), the wife
of Abdullah Ibn Masud (<< <0 o2)), came and asked permission to enter.

It was said, "O Allah's Messenger (23)! It is Zainab." He asked, 'Which of the Zainabs?" The reply
was that she was the wife of Ibn Masud. He said, "Yes, allow her to enter."” And she was admitted.
Then she said, "O Prophet of Allah! Today you ordered people to give alms and | had an ornament
and intended to give it as alms, but Ibn Masud said that he and his children deserved it more than
anybody else." The Prophet (¥8) replied, "Ibn Masud had spoken the truth. Your husband and your

children had more right to it than anybody else."

Did you notice that the Prophet (%) did not know who had come to

his door to meet him despite knowing her well. And that he did not

know the question until asked by her. He did not say, ‘I know what
is your heart’.
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Il — Argument based on gj,’;(:.’?,éﬂ ‘did you not see ..” for an event of the past
(ghaib)

It is clear from the above justification from the Qur'an and ahadith that in this entire
universe, only Allah alone is the "All-Knower of the all-unseen as well the seen". Be-
sides Him, to consider someone also possessing this attribute is shirk in the attributes
of Allah Ta’ala. But the ulema of the sects who have spread this belief of the Prophet
(88) knowing the unseen against the Qur'an and Hadith and try their best to mislead
people.

And they present first ayat of Surah Al-Feel that:

s 48, A%

SR JS gy 7
Have you (O Muhammed ) not seen how your Lord dealt with the Owners of the Elephant?

They argue saying ‘isn’t the Qur’an telling us that, because of the word ‘seen’, the
Prophet (£8) was present there and watched when it happened? This proves that he
is alim ul ghaib, knower of the unseen!” The fact is that all this is deception.

Here the context fixes the meaning of ‘see’ to be ‘know’. If someone says to a young
man, "Have you not seen how many people were killed when Pakistan was formed?"
Whereas it actually means that don't you know how many killings took place when
Pakistan was formed! Likewise, we find in the Qur’an:
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Have you people not seen how many generations We destroyed before them - that they, to them,
will not return?

Here, too, the seeing of the disbelievers means that they know that is "Do they not
know that We have destroyed many nations before them?" Here, in no way can the
disbelievers be considered present as spectators of the event thus they are also alim
ul ghaib. Ulema will definitely agree that this is not the case. Then why the same logic
should not apply to the first ayat of Surah Al-Feel?

Other ayaat also explain the same meaning of ‘knowing’, ‘realizing’ and ‘considering’
used in English translation of these ayaat.
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Have those, who disbelieved, not seen (considered) that the heavens and the earth were a joined
entity, and We separated them and made from water every living thing? Then will they not be-
lieve?
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Does man not see (think) that We created him from a [mere] sperm-drop - then he is a clear adver-
sary?

cagrrire W P8 208 997 R A O P N AR A L R AN 4 S B A S (VP Y M PN G et -l g eV e
© ooy By WK 57558 2aef2T 5 aefle Sylian @ o 88 Ea 8T 01063 3 gy 2N GISElE 3 B
[15 :ohas]

As for Aad, they were arrogant upon the earth without right and said, "Who is greater than us in
strength?" Did they not see (consider) that Allah, who created them, was greater than them in
strength? But they were rejecting Our signs.

11 — Conclusion about meaning of J;f:f}” from the ayaat

These verses of the Qur'an make it clear that the word “did you not see” does not
mean that the Prophet () was present at that time or that he was the knower of the
unseen, but it means that “O Prophet! Have not the news reached you that the whole
of Arabia knows?”

The words &8 55 (d\ are taken by the sectarian ulema that our Prophet () was present
there at that time and watching the event. And some of them also believe that he is
present everywhere. Whereas these words refer to two things; one is ‘seeing with
your own eyes’, ie the visual observation, while the other is ‘the consideration by
heart’, which means that you certainly believe as you have been told. What is meant
here is not to be present or to know the unseen, but to know and realize. That is, the
whole of Arabia knew this as if everyone had seen it with their own eyes.

I — Is the testimony of the Prophet (2) on the Day of Resurrection a proof that
he is the knower of the unseen?
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An ayat from Sura Al-Bagarah is also quoted regarding the fact that the Prophet (£3)
will testify the evidence given by his ummah on the Day of Resurrection. They say
that it means that he is always present everywhere, ever-observing and the knower
of the unseen that is why he will be able to give his testimony.

Explanation

It is the practice of the maulvis that they do not show the ayat but mislead the people
by saying that ‘it is mentioned in the Qur'an’. Allah Ta’ala says:
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And thus, We have made you a just community that you will be witnesses over the people and the

Messenger will be a witness over you. And We did not make the giblah which you used to face ex-

cept that We might make evident who would follow the Messenger from who would turn back on

his heels. And indeed, it is difficult except for those whom Allah has guided. And never would Allah
have caused you to lose your faith. Indeed, Allah is, to the people, Kind and Merciful.

Read this ayat again and see who will give "testimony" before the Prophet (£8)? Allah
Ta’ala said that this ummabh of the Prophet (&) will bear witness over other proph-
ets’ ummats and the Allah’s Messenger (£8) will be a witness over this ummabh. If it
is taken to mean to be present and the observing and having the knowledge of the
unseen, then this whole ummah is alim ul ghaib “the present and the observing and
has the knowledge of the unseen”.

But this is not the case at all. The Prophet's interpretation of this ayat is as follows:
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Allah's Messenger (£2) said, "Noah will be called on the Day of Resurrection and he will say, 'Lab-

baik and Sa'daik, O my Lord!" Allah will say, 'Did you convey the Message?' Noah will say, 'Yes.' His
nation will then be asked, 'Did he convey the Message to you?' They will say, 'No Warner came to
us.' Then Allah will say (to Noah), 'Who will bear witness in your favor?' He will say, 'Muhammad

and his followers. So they (i.e. Muslims) will testify that he conveyed the Message. And the Apostle
(Muhammad) will be a witness over yourselves, and that is what is meant by the Statement of Al-
lah "Thus We have made of you a just and the best nation that you may be witnesses over man-

kind and the Apostle (Muhammad) will be a witness over yourselves." (2.143)

It became clear that to testify means that we were told through the Qur’an that Noah
(el ade ) called his people to Allah night and day and conveyed His message (Sura
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Noah Ayat 5). This does not mean that this ummah is alim ghaib so how could the
Prophet (£8) be credited with ‘alim ul ghaib’ in exactly the same situation.

Similarly, Kalima Tayyiba that is la ilaha illa Allah Muhammedur Rasoolullah also
proves that we did not see Allah Ta’ala nor did we see Muhammed () nor did we see
the revelation being revealed. All of this testimony is an unseen testimony without us
being aalim ul ghaib.

Il — Proving the Prophet (:2) to be the knower of the unseen from the ayat from
Sura Al-Takweer
The ayat says:
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And he (Muhammed ) withholds not a knowledge of the unseen.

By quoting this ayat, they claim that Allah Ta’ala is saying that Prophet Muhammed
(#) does not hide the words of the unseen but reveals them openly. How could we
know anything about the heaven and the hell if he did not tell? As if he is the knower
of the realm of the unseen.

Explanation

The evidence presented by the Qur'an and Hadith proves that the knowledge of the
realm of the unseen belongs to Allah Ta’ala alone. And He informs chosen ones from
His messengers as much as He wills of the unseen. It is being explained about what-
ever was brought in the knowledge of the Prophet (£8) was told that the Prophet (£3)
did not hide anything from things from the unseen as informed by Allah, but con-
veyed it to human beings as it is. But misguided sectarian schools turned it the other
way to prove their false beliefs.

11 — Misconceptions spread regarding ahadith

It is stated with reference to the ahadith that the Prophet (£8) said, ‘| keep watching
you from behind (while leading the salat). However, it also means that Allah Ta’ala
made him see what was happening behind.
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A man peeped into the house of the Prophet (88) through a hole while the Prophet (£3) was
scratching his head with a Midrai (a certain kind of comb). On that the Prophet (¥8) said (to him),
"If I had known you had been looking, then | would have pierced your eye with that instrument, be-

cause the asking of permission has been ordained so that one would not see things unlawfully."

This hadith confirms that the Prophet (£%) could not look behind him by his own vi-
sion. In another hadith:
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On the authority of Abu Huraira (4<s Al o2, ), the Allah’s Messenger (£8) finished a prayer in
which he had recited aloud and asked, "Did any of you recite with me just now?" One man said,
"Yes, | did, Allah’s Messenger (£8)." Allah’s Messenger () said, "I was saying to myself, 'Why am |
being distracted from the Qur'an?'" When the people heard Allah’s Messenger () say that, they
refrained from reciting with Allah’s Messenger (¥8) when he recited aloud.

It also becomes clear that the Prophet (£8) could not look behind while leading the
salat. Otherwise, he would not have enquired about who was reciting rather could
have said, ‘0 so and so why were you Qur’an while | was reciting; do not do that again
or words to that effect. The point is that "l see behind me" meant to receive infor-
mation about the unseen from Allah Ta’ala.

The information from the unseen were sometimes told in a dream, sometimes the
Prophet was shown heaven and hell on the wall of the mosque and sometimes angels
were shown working. Please read the next hadith:

-
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On the authority of Anas (4< ! o2 ); A man came panting and entered the row of worshippers
and said: Praise be to Allah, much praised and blessed. When the Messenger of Allah (£8) finished
the prayer he said: Who amongst you uttered these words? The people remained silent. He again

said, ‘Who amongst you uttered these words? He said nothing wrong’. Then a man said: | came

and had a difficulty in breathing, so | uttered them. He replied, ‘I saw twelve angels racing with
one another as to who will take them up (to Allah).

The real interpretation of the ayat of Sura Ale-Imran has come to light that Allah
Ta’ala informs any of His Prophets as much as He wills. The Prophet ()was shown the
twelve angels who were in a hurry to convey these words to Allah Ta’ala, but the
person who uttered these words was not shown from his back.
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People with weak beliefs also say about their pirs (the saints) that they are know the
realm of the unseen and many of the things they have said have been practically ful-
filled. Following hadith explains it:
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Narrated Abu Huraira (<< 40 o2 ) that he heard the Prophet (£8) saying, "When Allah decrees
some order in the heaven, the angels flutter their wings indicating complete surrender to His say-
ing which sounds like chains being dragged on rock. And when the state of fear disappears, they
ask each other, "What has your Lord ordered? They say that He has said that which is true and
just, and He is the Most High, the Most Great." (34.23). Then the stealthy listeners (devils) hear
this order, and these stealthy listeners are like this, one over the other." (Sufyan, a sub-narrator
demonstrated that by holding his hand upright and separating the fingers.) A stealthy listener
hears a word which he will convey to that which is below him and the second will convey it to that
which is below him till the last of them will convey it to the wizard or foreteller. Sometimes a flame
(fire) may strike the devil before he can convey it, and sometimes he may convey it before the
flame (fire) strikes him, whereupon the wizard adds to that word a hundred lies. The people will
then say, 'Didn't he (i.e. magician) tell such-and-such a thing on such-and-such date?' So that ma-
gician is said to have told the truth because of the Statement which has been heard from the heav-

n

ens.

This has also been mentioned in the Qur’an:
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Shall I inform you upon whom the devils descend? They descend upon every sinful liar. They pass
on what is heard, and most of them are liars.

It has become clear that they are not the knowers of the unseen, but the devils of
the heavens and the earth can hear something from the world that the devils from
human beings and the Jinns have put in their ears. And they exaggerate it. If what has
already been commanded by Allah proves to be true, then people begin to consider
this saint as the alim ul ghaib, the knower of realm of the unseen.
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I\VV — Conclusion

Praise be to Allah. The subject of knowledge of the unseen has come to an end. It has
been shown from Qur’an and the ahadith that none other than Allah Ta’ala is the All-
Knower of the All-Unseen. And that selected messengers have been given some of
the information from the unseen world as and when required. No saints and priests
have any idea about the invisible world. Spreading the belief of the Prophet (¥5)
being the alim ul ghaib is totally against the teachings of Islam.

May Allah grant us all the ability to read, understand and act upon the Book of Allah.
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